






  
 

Stage I Vapor Recovery 
 

 
Background 
 
The rules for Gasoline Dispensing Facility – Stage I Vapor Recovery were last amended on January 9, 
2005.  The amendments included the addition of Catoosa, Walker, and Richmond counties as a part of the 
area covered by Stage I.  Gasoline dispensing facilities that dispense more than 50,000 gallons per month 
are required to be in compliance with the rule by May 1, 2006.  Gasoline dispensing facilities that dispense 
between 10,000 gallons and 50,001 gallons per month are required to be in compliance with the rule by May 
1, 2007. 
 
 
Compliance 
 
In order for a gasoline dispensing facility to be in compliance, it must have installed a Division approved 
Stage I vapor recovery system.  The system must receive certification by passing the required certification 
tests.  The tests must be conducted once every 5 years.  The tests assures that the system is leak tight and 
meets the requirements in the California Air Resources Board executive orders. 
 
 
Compliance Assurance 
 
In order to assure that the gasoline dispensing facilities meet the requirements and implementation dates 
with the Stage I Vapor Recovery rule, the Division has taken or will take the following steps: 
 
Action Date Status 
Develop regulated facilities database for Catoosa, Walker, 
and Richmond 

1st Quarter 2005 Complete 

Send out reminder letters to gasoline transport companies 
that they must collect gasoline vapors from regulated 
gasoline dispensing facilities in Catoosa, Walker, and 
Richmond counties 

May 2005 Complete 

Send out letter to regulated gasoline dispensing facilities 
reminding them to have all Stage I controls in place and 
certified by May 1, 2006 for those facilities dispensing more 
than 50,000 gallons of gasoline per month 

February 2006 Complete 

Receive test reports from Stage I systems that have been 
certified 

February – April 2006 Complete 

Randomly witness Stage I certification tests February – April 2006 On-going:  some 
tests originally failed.  
Staff are witnessing 
retests 

Send out notice of violation letters to regulated facilities that 
have not complied by May 1, 2006 

May – June 2006 Have not found any 
violations to date 

Negotiate consent orders if necessary for facilities that 
remain out of compliance 

July – September 
2006 

 

Repeat activities for gasoline dispensing facilities that 
dispense between 10,000 gallons and 50,001 gallons per 
month 

January – September 
2007 

 

 
 




